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Message from the Director

2007 is quickly winding down and it has been a
fast and furious time at The HELP Center. Our
staff continues to work in each of the focus areas
we have defined as civil medical readiness. Much
time and attention has been dedicated to some of
the most substantial projects The HELP Center
has ever considered.

Each of our focus areas continues to draw atten-
tion. Faculty and staff have traveled coast to coast since the last edition,
visiting our elected leadership in Washington, DC and traveling to
sunny southern California to meet with “imaginers” at Applied Minds
Inc. When you meet with imaginers, you begin to imagine yourself, to
look at what the projects truly mean and what the real application of sci-
ence to the field of medical readiness can bring. The sun sets on the
days of “buying this because it looked the best for a particular job.”
Now, research, development, and commercialization of tested and vali-
dated products are on the horizon. In addition to products, development
of novel teaching strategies, better understanding of the complex deci-
sions we make, and how we make these decisions is all in front of us.

2007 has been a delight to grow our programs at The HELP Center. We
do appreciate the support many of you have provided. Looking back,
significant strides were made in areas such as transport ventilation, the
surge cot, surge programs, work across the state, instruction of incident
management and our Calamityville Project. 2008 will be an even more
exciting year. We wish you the happiest and safest of Holidays and a
very Happy New Year.

Cordially,

Mark E. Gebhart, M.D.
Director
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The Calamityville project has been exciting and busy as ever, and has reached a very important benchmark. On
November 15th, the Calamityville Working Group was presented the “Calamityville Tactical Laboratory Busi-
ness Plan”. This was the culmination of many long months of tough, but very productive work. A special thank
you to Mark Wysong and Ryan Fendley of the Wright State Research Institute who helped facilitate us through
the process. With the publishing of the business plan, it has been decided to “sunset” the Calamityville Working
Group. In its place, we plan to establish a Calamityville Advisory Committee immediately after the first of the
year. This formal body will continue to provide us valuable insight and policy-level input as we draw closer to
construction and operations. We would also like to thank the Calamityville Working Group members for their
time and dedication to this project, and we look forward to seeing many of you sitting on the Advisory Commit-
tee as well.  

Thanks to contact through the Air Force Research Laboratories (AFRL), Dr. Gebhart and Jim Gruenberg,
AFRL, and the Dayton Development Coalition, participated in a rare opportunity to present the Calamityville
project to Mr. Bran Farren, Co-founder and Chief Creative Officer, and his staff at Applied Minds, Inc. in Glen-
dale, California. Applied Minds is a research and innovation studio that designs and develops intellectual prop-
erty for a very wide range of clients and industries seeking sophisticated solutions to creative problems. This
day-long session put the project through the creative and analytical “wringer” of some of the preeminent
thinkers in the entertainment, computing, and engineering industry; causing us to affirm, and even re-think
some of our project assumptions. Stay tuned as we process some of these ideas, and for an end-product that will
likely involve a Hollywood-quality promotional movie of Calamityville. Interestingly, Dr. Story Musgrave, the
only NASA astronaut to fly in all of the Space Shuttle vehicles and conduct the first space walk of the Space
Shuttle program, was present for our discussion and passed on his greetings to Dr. Robin Dodge, Associate Pro-
fessor and Director of the Aerospace Medicine program here at Wright State University.

The HELP Center is pleased to announce the addition of Mr. Michael Porter, R.N. Mr.
Porter joins the HELP Center as the Modular Emergency Medical System (MEMS) Man-
ager for the Dynamic Medical Systems (DMS).  

As MEMS manager he will manage all aspects of the MEMS projects and integrate the
MEMS project which currently includes the Acute Care Center (ACC) and Neighborhood
Emergency Help Center (NEHC) into Medical Readiness at the HELP Center. He will be
responsible for the innovation, development, execution, application, and success related to
the MEMS project. 

Mr. Porter is a nurse with an extensive background in pediatric care. He has over 20 years of pediatric nursing expe-
rience working at the Dayton Children’s Hospital where he was also an EMS Coordinator for seven years. Mr. Porter
was also the Director of Regional Pediatric and Neonatal unit for 3 ½ years and worked in the emergency department
as a team leader and relief charge nurse. Before arriving to the HELP Center, Mr. Porter was fundamental in the
start-up of Eastern Indiana Sports and Ortho Tower Specialty Surgery an orthopedic outpatient surgery center. Mr.
Porter was the first recipient of the Department of Emergency Medicine Nursing Excellence Award back in 1997
bringing him full circle back to the department. The award was given to the nurse that was most helpful in rotations
for emergency medicine residents.

The HELP Center 
Welcomes New Staff Member

Calamityville Update
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The Center continued to prosper during the late summer and fall sea-
son.  In September we welcomed Dr. Jon Krohmer, Deputy Assistant
Secretary and Deputy Chief Medical Officer of Health Affairs, De-
partment of Homeland Security, for a visit and tour of our
facilities/operation. Dr. Krohmer was most impressed with our dedi-
cation and tireless efforts towards the safety and well-being of the cit-
izens of Ohio. This was in relation to our efforts with the Ohio
Department of Health, and the Acute Care Center and Neighborhood
Emergency Help Center programs. As a Wright State University
graduate, he was also able to reconnect with some friends and col-
leagues.      

Another exciting event was the United States Air Force (USAF) 5K and 26.2 mile marathons. The 5K marathon
was held on September 14 and was completely run on the Wright State University campus. With medical supply

support from the USAF, the HELP Center provided medical care
to runners who experienced minor injuries during the race. The
HELP Center would like to thank Brian Kuntz from Kettering
Medical Center Network for allowing us to use their Gator during
the race. The USAF 26.2 mile marathon held the next day was
another exciting event to participate in. Nearly 2,000 runners
blazed past as HELP Center staff cheered on. It was an excellent
team building opportunity while supporting our USAF partners
and the Fairborn community. The HELP Center looks forward to
supporting these events in the years to come.   

The maintenance contract from the Ohio Department of Health was officially awarded in October for the surge
capacity initiatives. These initiatives include the West Central Acute Care Center (ACC) and Neighborhood
Emergency Help Center (NEHC). We are pleased to continue this important project which directly aids the hard
working citizens of the State of Ohio.      

In November, we welcomed Lt. Commander Sumner Bossler Jr. from
the Office of the Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response,
Department of Human and Health Services to our MACIE Training
Center for our surge capacity solutions for the State of Ohio. Accom-
panying him were various representatives from the Ohio Department
of Health. Lt. Commander Bossler Jr. is well versed in surge capacity
solutions and was impressed by our program.      

Our office headquarters move was as seamless as you could expect
and we would like to thank all University departments that made this
possible. 

With the holidays fast approaching the HELP Center continues to remain busy with current programs, initiatives
and events such as the AFRL-Delphi-WSU Cooperative Research meeting in early December.

The H.E.L.P. Center Operations Update

Finish line at the USAF 5K on September 14, 2007

From left to right: Dr. John Wightman, Dr.
Jon Krohmer, and Dr. Glenn Hamilton

The HELP Center presents MEMS project
to Lt. Commander Sumner Bossler Jr. 



Coherent Strategy • The H.E.L.P. Center • Page 4
Wright State University • Boonshoft School of Medicine • Department of Emergency Medicine

www.emhelpcenter.org 

Glenn Hamilton, M.D.
Chair, Boonshoft School of Medicine
Department of Emergency Medicine

glenn.hamilton@wright.edu

Mark Gebhart, M.D.  
Director and Assistant Professor

mark.gebhart@wright.edu 

Bill Harchick, EMT-B, CPM
Assistant Director, Operations
william.harchick@wright.edu

Lori Ann Acoba, CPM
Business Manager

lori.acoba@wright.edu

Anne Carlisle, CPM
Finance Manager

anne.carlisle@wright.edu

Scott Fitzsimmons, EMT-P
MACIE Technologist 

scott.fitzsimmons@wright.edu

Jim Gruenberg, EMT-P, CPM 
Assistant Director, HACE

james.gruenberg@wright.edu

Dan Kirkpatrick, RN, MSN
Assistant Director, Workforce Development

daniel.kirkpatrick@wright.edu

Tish Miller, CPM
Assistant Director, Initiatives

tish.miller@wright.edu

Mike Porter, RN
Modular Emergency Medical System Manager  

michael.porter@wright.edu

Pete Savard, RN, BSN, CPM
Assistant Director, Dynamic Medical Systems

peter.savard@wright.edu

Jack Smith, EMT-P, CPM
Logistics Manager

jack.smith@wright.edu

TTRRAAIINNIINNGG AANNDD EEDDUUCCAATTIIOONN

DATE TIME EVENT

January 8, 2008 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. ICS 300

January 9, 2008 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. ICS 300

January 10, 2008 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. ICS 400

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CONTACT:

To register for courses please call: (937) 775-1320


